
SUST 305: Sustainable Governance 
 
Instructor: 
Date/Time: 
Location: 
email: 
Office Hrs:  
 
Course Description: 
Achieving a more sustainable future in our communities and around the world requires 
understanding complex problems and designing and implementing just solutions. A key 
aspect of achieving this understanding depends on learning about past and ongoing 
environmental degradation, social inequalities, movements, governance strategies and 
institutions through which important decisions are made and implemented. Through this 
course, students will expand their capacity to collectively imagine a different way of 
doing “politics” and advancing constructive efforts at the local, regional, and 
international scales. Our aim is to prepare students to be stronger advocates in their 
communities, more creative thinkers, and to pursue careers in law, planning, corporate 
responsibility, advocacy networks, research institutes and education.   
 
Expected Course Learning Outcomes: 

● Identify the history of governance systems and processes on local, national, and 
international levels.  

● Define concepts related to environmental justice and just sustainabilities 
● Analyse policy-making processes in regard to sustainability issues. 
● Evaluate past and ongoing sustainability problems and creative governance 

strategies and experiments through reviewing documentary films 
● Understand the regional differences and spatial dimensions shaping governance 

systems and processes on local, national, and international levels.  
● Conduct research and report on environmental policy campaigns and state 

legislative initiatives.   
● Apply analytical and problem-solving skills to specific sustainable development 

problems. 
 
 
Course Materials: 
We do not use a purchased textbook in this course. Instead, we will draw from a 
number of sources available through WVU Libraries or provided via the Syllabus. Film, 
podcasts, short field trips, and invited guest speakers will also be important sources of 
learning and reflection insight during the course. 
 

Brendan Coolsaet (ed) Environmental Justice : Key Issues. Taylor & Francis 
Group, 2020. ProQuest Ebook Central 
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/wvu/detail.action?docID=6228917. 
 

mailto:brwilson@mail.wvu.edu
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/wvu/detail.action?docID=6228917


Vanesa Castán Broto and Linda Westman. Urban Sustainability and Justice : 
Just Sustainabilities and Environmental Planning. Zed Books, 2019. 
https://doi.org/10.5040/9781350223776. 

 
 

Assessments and Grading Rubric:  
Your grade will be based on four assessment components (and corresponding grading 
rubric):  
 

1. Environ Justice - Key Concepts 1 Paper (Feb 11)   20% 
2. Just Sustainabilities - Key Concepts 2 Paper (March 6)  20% 
3. Film Reviews  (2 to 4)      10%+ 
4. Policy Research Project      50% 

a. Proposal        5% 
b. Policy Brief      10% 
c. Policy Presentation     10% 
d. Final Report      25% 

 
        TOTAL 100% 

 
 
Daily Assignment 
For each class period with assigned readings you are to 1) identify 3 concepts in the 
readings you have completed for that day including page numbers and citation, 2) 
define each of them by drawing upon relevant quotations 3) and put the concept in 
your own words and 4) provide a rationale or context in which they are being used. Try 
to keep your response paragraph to roughly 5 sentences for each concept. 
 
 
Key Concepts Papers (x 2) 
At two points during the first half of the semester (Feb 4 and Feb 27) you will 
consolidate your weekly written concept responses into an overarching key concept 
paper that asks you to draw linkages between the mental tools and how they help you 
to think about the broad themes of the course. These papers should be no longer than 5 
pages double spaced and no shorter than 3 pages double spaced. The first key concept 
paper will focus on Environmental Justice and the second will focus on the concept of 
Just Sustainabilities. These papers must demonstrate 1) your understanding of the 
material including accurate definitions, 2) your ability to compare and contrast the ideas, 
and 3) your ability to synthesize the concepts into a whole which aids us to grasp the 
overarching concepts of Environmental Justice or Just Sustainability. The papers must 
begin with an introductory paragraph with a thesis statement - “In this paper I argue that 
environmental justice is best understood through the following concepts…” - must 
include body paragraphs that show the comparable or contrasting relationship between 
the concepts, and must conclude with a synthesis paragraph. 
 
Film Reviews  

https://doi.org/10.5040/9781350223776


During Spring Break and the Week After Spring Break you will have access to a list of 
documentary films you can watch. You are required to watch a minimum of 2 films and 
write two brief 500 word reviews connecting the films to concepts they reference or your 
own observations. You might also feel free to develop your own concept based on your 
reading of the film. You can get credit for watching and reviewing up to 4 films with the 
additional film reviews serving as extra credit. 
 
Policy Research Project:  

● Identify and describe a specific campaign or initiative for just sustainabilities that 
you care about that are promoting policy change in WV or your hometown. You 
might also want to look into the kinds of policy change proposal presented by WV 
coalitions. 

○ Potential coalitions include: 
■ WV Rivers Coalition 
■ WV Environmental Council 
■ WV Citizen Action Group 
■ WV Food and Farm Coalition 

● For the campaign, initiative or legal action analyze: 
○ Its goals, intended outcomes, potential impacts (opposition or support) 
○ Its history - is it new or ongoing 
○ Stakeholders involved (e.g., government agencies, industry groups, 

nonprofits, citizen groups). 
○ Support and opposition to the policy, including arguments from each side. 
○ Implementation strategies and potential or actual impacts. 

● Compare the initiative with similar policies in at least one other state. 
○ Discuss differences in approach, effectiveness, and context (e.g., political, 

economic, or environmental factors). 
● Use criteria such as potential impact, feasibility, equity, benefits and burdens to 

evaluate the effectiveness of the policy proposal or state’s legislation. 
● Suggest improvements or alternative strategies based on your analysis. 

Deliverables: 

● Written Report: Prepare a 5–7 page report summarizing your findings, including 
an introduction, background, analysis, and conclusion with recommendations. 
Use APA format for citations. 

● Presentation: Create a 5-minute presentation (PowerPoint, or other formats) to 
share your findings with the class. Include key points and visual aids (e.g., 
charts, maps). 

 
Course Topics: 
 
Week Day Reading Assignment 

Week 1: Tuesday: January 14 Orientation  



 Thursday: January 16 

Ch 1-2 - Coolsaet - Environmental 
Justice: Key Issues p. 1-18 
Film: Birth of a Movement - Warren 
County, North Carolina 

Concept 
Selection 

    

Week 2: Tuesday: January 21 
Ch 3-4 Coolsaet - Environmental 
Justice: Key Issues p. 21-51 

Concept 
Response 

 Thursday: January 23 

Ch 6, 17 Coolsaet - Environmental 
Justice: Key Issues p. 64-77 and 
225-233 

Concept 
Response 

    

Week 3: Tuesday: January 28  
Concept 
Response 

 Thursday: January 30 
Ch 9 Coolsaet - Environmental 
Justice: Key Issues p. 107-118 

Concept 
Response 

    

Week 4: Tuesday: February 4 No Class  

 Thursday: February 6 
Ch 1 - Broto and Westman - Urban 
Sustainability and Justice p. 1-19 

Concepts Paper 
1 Due 

    

Week 5: Tuesday: February 11 
Ch 2 - Broto and Westman - Urban 
Sustainability and Justice  p. 20-49 

Concept 
Response 

 Thursday: February 13 
Ch 4 - Broto and Westman - Urban 
Sustainability and Justice  p. 68-91 

Concept 
Response 

    

Week 6: Tuesday: February 18 
Ch 5 - Broto and Westman - Urban 
Sustainability and Justice  p. 92-119 

Concept 
Response 

 Thursday: February 20 
Ch 6 - Broto and Westman - Urban 
Sustainability and Justice  p. 120-48 

Concept 
Response 

    

Week 6: Tuesday: February 25 
Ch 7 - Broto and Westman - Urban 
Sustainability and Justice  p. 149-184 

Concept 
Response 

 Thursday: February 27 
Ch 8 - Broto and Westman - Urban 
Sustainability and Justice  p. 185-209  
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Week 7: Tuesday: March 4 None  

 Thursday: March 6 None 
Concept Paper 
2 Due 

    

Week 8: Tuesday: March 11 
Policy Research Project 
Development Guide 

Link to 
Guidelines 

 Thursday: March 13 Due: Preliminary Policy Idea  

    

Week 9: Tuesday: March 18 Enjoy Vacation Spring Break 

 Thursday: March 20 Enjoy Vacation Spring Break  

    

Week 10: Tuesday: March 25  Film Screenings 

Film Review  - 
Food Inc - 
https://www.kano
py.com/en/wvu/vi
deo/10521562 
Or 
https://libwvu.on.
worldcat.org/oclc/
885147877  

 Thursday: March 27  Film Screenings 

Film Review -  
Gather -  
https://libwvu.on.
worldcat.org/oclc/
1228517722 
Or 
https://www.kano
py.com/en/wvu/vi
deo/10847002 
 

    

Week 11: Tuesday: April 1 Film Discussion 
Policy Research 
Brief - 2 Pager 

 Thursday: April 3 
Speaker: Joshua Lohnes - Food 
Policy Research and Advocacy 

Attendance 
Required 

    

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12kFHC8JKYbFJaLo1E4FRirjNobCgknwb_oVBe4jVEo8/edit?usp=sharing
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Week 12: Tuesday: April 8 
Speaker: Grace Dever - Flood Policy 
Research and Advocacy 

Attendance 
Required 

 Thursday: April 10 
Speaker: Jacob Hileman - Energy 
Policy Research and Advocacy 

Attendance 
Required 

    

Week 13: Tuesday: April 15 Policy Research Work / Speakers   

 Thursday: April 17 Policy Research Work / Speakers  

    

Week 14: Tuesday: April 22  Final Reflections Presentations 

 Thursday: April 24  Final Reflections Presentations 

    

Week 15: Tuesday: April 29 Celebration 
Final Reports 
Due 

 
 
 

  

Ch. 10 Toxics Justice 
Coolsaet - Environmental Justice: 
Key Issues 

Policy Research 
Proposal 
Development 

  

Ch. 12 Climate Justice 
Coolsaet - Environmental Justice: 
Key Issues 

Policy Research 
Proposal 
Development 

 

  

Ch. 13 Energy Justice 
Coolsaet - Environmental Justice: 
Key Issues 

Policy Research 
Proposal 
Development 

  

Ch 16 Water Justice 
Coolsaet - Environmental Justice: 
Key Issues 

 
Policy Research 
Proposal 
Development 

 
 

https://libwvu.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1145081605
https://libwvu.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1145081605
https://libwvu.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1145081605
https://libwvu.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1145081605
https://libwvu.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1145081605
https://libwvu.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1145081605
https://libwvu.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1145081605
https://libwvu.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1145081605

